GETTING TO KNOW…

“The Polynesian Rat invasion is confirmed.”
This was the message Senior Foreman Sabirin Mohd
Sadli sent when he serviced a Client’s premises in
Jurong. In his 20 years servicing the Jurong area, this is
the first time he has seen a dead Polynesian Rat, Rattus
exulans in his service zone.
It is the third most widespread species of rat in the
world, after the Norway Rat, Rattus norvigicus and the
Roof Rat, Rattus rattus.
It is recognized by its slender body, pointed snout, large
ears and relatively small delicate feet. It is brown in
colour with a whitish belly. It lives in the grasslands and
jungles but with our rapid urbanisation, it will find it
easier to move in and live alongside Man.

MEMOIR: MAJOR G SURAJAN
On 12 February 2018, the Pest Management Industry in Singapore lost one
of its illustrious leaders.
Major G Surajan was the President of the Singapore Pest Management
Association for a notable 18 years. During his term of office, working with
the National Environment Agency, the industry became more professional
with its technicians being trained, tested and licensed.
Those who worked closely with him found him to be logical and truly
committed to the industry. He argued strongly with those who disagreed
with his ideas but in the end, he would accept the opposing view, if it is
good for the industry.

Major G Surajan,
ex-Republic Singapore
Navy Officer

I remember once when he went against his doctor’s advice about going to
Langkawi for the Pest Summit. The wife of a council member confronted
him with the accusation that he must be insane to do that. Surajan meekly
replied, “I have done many crazy things in my life but this has to be the
worst.” That left the lady dumbfounded.

I couldn’t help but asked him later how he managed to do that. His reply was “I may be crazy at times
but I am not stupid.”
Well Major, we will all miss your sense of humour, your ability to straighten things out amidst chaos and
your occasional “I will smash him”, which of course never happened. And also, your impersonation of
Harry Belafonte at our karaoke sessions.
May you rest in peace in the embrace of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
John H H Ho
Former Vice President of SPMA
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